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Jordan grew up going to church with her
grandmother, but a relationship with God wasn’t
really a part of her adult life. When her father
was killed in a tragic accident, that’s when her
interest in faith really began. Even then, she didn’t
start attending church until she met her husband,
Avery. They shared with me the story of how they
had attended Cross Point off and on for a couple
of years. They had struggled with infertility and
lost their first baby last year. They said that they
connected at Cross Point, and they began to find
healing in the worship music, the message, and
prayer. I first talked with them in March, when they
were 19 weeks pregnant, and then I met with them
in June, about 6 weeks out from the delivery of
their baby.
Jordan said she gives all the glory to God for His
goodness and wanted to profess it to everyone
by pursuing baptism. She said even after years
in church, she had never felt this way and was so
grateful she had found Cross Point. That night, her
husband asked if we ever had anyone get baptized
again since he had been baptized when he was
younger. He said that he wanted to be baptized
along with his wife that upcoming Sunday. So,
I had the privilege of baptizing Jordan & Avery
on Sunday, June 23rd. It was such an amazing
moment to see them baptized together (on her
BIRTHDAY, no less, and when they were so close to
welcoming their new baby!) Such a special day!
Chris Hensley in Mt. Juliet

A few weeks ago I began having
really weird headaches and vision
loss. After the third episode of vision
loss in six weeks, I decided to go to
the ER to ensure it wasn’t something
serious. I went in with a positive
attitude, but was honestly a little
scared. PAUSE...I had been reading
for several months in Psalm 91 about
how God is my protector and He’s a
safe place. SO THIS is the Scripture
going back and forth in my heart
and head as I wait not-so-patiently
in an ER. After hours of waiting
and testing, the doctor came back
and said that somehow I had torn a
vertebral artery and it had formed a
clot on the inside lining of the artery.
She said she would have to admit
me and I would need to be on blood
thinngers to ensure there was no
further damage. Hearing this...I was
very scared, confused and tearful. I

am a healthy, 32-year-old woman and this
was the LAST thing I expected. As they
admitted me, I remember panicking, but
also thinking, “God, you protect me, THIS I
know.” Seems odd to think of that at such
a time, but it was so deep in my soul after
months of study. I couldn’t help but think,
after speaking His Word back to Him,
“What’s the clot about, God?” My doctor
told me it wasn’t due to bad health, bad
diet or anything, just a “freak accident.”
I didn’t need to know WHY, just that He
was protecting me in it. I felt shaky at best.
The next day was a bit of a blur, but I was
still proclaiming God as my safe place and
protector. At my core, I was terrified of the
unknown in all of it. The next test came and
went, and the doctor came in....
He said, “The MRI showed a stroke, but
the strange thing is that it went up just
enough to be seen on the scan, but it’s as if
your body pulled it down and kept it from

causing any lasting damage at all and
no other clots.” Sitting there hearing
nothing but a muffled voice, I thought,
“THERE. THERE YOU ARE, GOD.
You PROTECTED ME FROM A FULLBLOWN STROKE.” My experience of
Him as a protector was SOLIDIFIED.
My protector, my safe place, my healer.
Psalm 91 in its entirety! God reached
down and stopped a STROKE in my
body. The God of the universe protects
me. It was so personal, so deep for
me. I heard someone say once, “In
order to learn about who God is for
you, you must have a REVELATION
of Him and He must back that up
with EXPERIENCE so that you might
really know Him for who he is for YOU
personally.” I’ve experienced a true
awakening in my soul. One that I’ve
longed for, for a long time now. I will
never be the same. He does what He
says He will do!
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Michelle’s mom struggled with a meth addiction
and her dad was hooked on pain killers, so that sent
her and her sibling on a trek of moving 17 different
times attempting to find a stable place to live.
They finally landed with their grandparents. The
grandparents frequently berated her with comments
about how she was going to end up like her parents
if she didn’t have a job and make all A’s...really if
she made any kind of mistake as a kid. She had lived
with that for a long time in a deeply broken home,
with a friend group that constantly tried to pressure
her into using nicotine, drugs and sex to have fun.
The pressure was too much and she knew that it was
time to surrender that pressure by giving her life to
Jesus. She knew it was the only way, and she deeply
wanted the relationship with God to bring peace and
joy into her life. We just sat there and cried together
as I listened to her story and tried to encourage her
with the freedom and refuge found in Jesus. I told
her she didn’t have to walk alone anymore because
of God’s faithful promise to give us freedom and
empower us with His Spirit. She was so excited and
hopeful.
I prayed for Michelle and before we went our
separate ways, I knew that it was a lot that was
brought to the surface after sharing her story and
surrendering it all to Jesus. We were on a patio right
next to the beach and I just seemed right to yell
as loud as we could just to get all of the built up
stress and pressure out. So.... we did. We screamed
as loud as we could towards the ocean, letting it all
go. Honestly, I can’t think of a better way to end the
conversation and for her to walk into her new life
with Jesus.
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I moved to Mt. Juliet with my husband a little
over a year ago, excited to start my career a
a veterinarian, get plugged into a church and
grow in my marriage. Despite my expectations,
life quickly knocked me down in a way that
I never imagined. Everything I hoped for,
planned for, and wanted suddenly seemed like
a complete impossibility. Life fell apart. I was
lost, hurt, broken, and filled with devastating
grief. I knew that my brokenness was only
going to be made better if I refocused my
life on God and what He had planned for me.
I started going to Cross Point Mt. Juliet, and
it was evident from the first time I attended
that God had shown me the place I needed to
be to find community, dive into His word, and
begin the healing process. Without giving too
much detail, my season of wilderness living
is still going. I have struggled with anxiety,
depression, hopelessness, fear and worry.
Despite all of that, though, God has been good
to me in ways that I could never imagine and
likely would never have noticed before. I am
staying rooted in prayer and the word. I have a
wonderful family and amazing friends that have
come alongside me to help support me through
the hardest thing I’ve ever had to experience.
My hope, trust and faith are rooted in the God
of restoration, redemption, and resurrection.
He is my source, my provider, my friend. I am
grateful for His love for me.
Kelsey Smith

On Thursday, our final day in the villages, we headed
into Neamun Kung Village for a construction project.
Once there, we realized there was little for our team
to do, because Khmer neighbors had come to help. It
was so cool to see how they just showed up and were
willing to spend their entire day helping a neighbor in
need.
This man is a Jesus follower, and his home has been in
need of major improvements for a while. Unfortunately,
he spends a lot of time working in his rice field and
hasn’t had the money to fix his home. World Relief
contributed to fixing his home, while part of each team
member’s trip cost contributed to the materials.
At one point, we asked the kids if they had heard of
Jesus, and a couple of the girls said yes. We asked
them more questions, only to find out they believe
that if you’re good you will get to heaven. This showed
how their Buddhist traditions still impact them today.
While all the construction was happening, kid after kid
came over and we played games with them. Ultimately,
Lauren saw an opportunity to share the gospel and
Megan stepped up to tell the kids about her friend,
Jesus. It was a sweet moment and the kids were open
to it…and then the games continued.
Later, a local villager named Kiet stopped by and stole
us all away for an unforgettable afternoon meeting
neighbors, eating local fruits and vegetables and
learning how to communicate with those who don’t
share your language.

Chelsea Penn in Cambodia
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THANK YOU FOR ALL THE WAYS YOU
MAKE CROSS POINT A PLACE WHERE
EVERYONE’S WELCOME,
NOBODY’S PERFECT
AND WITH JESUS,
ANYTHING’S POSSIBLE.

